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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
This is a Final Office Action in response to Applicant's Amendment/Request for 
Reconsideration filed on March 6, 2006. Claims 1, 9, 17, 25, 27 and 29 have been amended. 
Applicant newly adds claims 31-36. Claims 1-4, 7, 9-12, 15, 17-20, 23 and 25-36 are present for 
further examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 1-4, 7, 9-12, 15, 17-20, 23 and 25-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. Applicant's specification does not show support for a 
selection means for selecting a group comprising a plurality of devices including the first shared 
device and a second shared device managed by another information processing apparatus. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 



The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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4. Claims 1, 9, 17, 25, 27, 29 and 31-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. Applicant has used a contradictory statement "and/or". 
Examiner will use the "or" statement. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-4, 7, 9-12, 15, 17-20, 23 and 25-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Urevig et al (hereinafter, "Urevig", U.S. Pat. No. 6,154,787) in view of Jaffe 
(U.S. Pat. No. 6,466,973). 

As per claims 1, 9 and 17, Urevig discloses information processing apparatus comprising: 

• management means for managing the information of a first shared device managed by 
said information processing apparatus (col. 5, lines 14-25 and col. 6, lines 26-44); 

• reception means for receiving, information of the second shared device included in the 
group selected by said selection means the other information processing apparatus, the 
received information including information of in the second shared device comprising 
an updated status and a connected condition (col. 5, lines 61-65 and col. 6, lines 26-44); 
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• recognition means for recognizing whether at least one of the first and second shared 
devices has been updated regarding its status, in accordance with the information 
received by said reception means(col. 6, lines 26-44 and col. 9, lines 32-41); 

• renewal means for updating the information on a status and/ or connected condition of 
the second shared used in accordance with a recognition result made by said recognition 
means (col. 6, lines 26-44 and lines 53-59); and 

• display means for displaying the information on the status and/ or the connected 
condition of the second shared device updated by said renewal means and the 
information of the first shared device managed by said management means on a same 
screen of said display means (col. 5 5 lines 61-65 and col. 6, lines 39-44). 

However, Urevig does not explicitly disclose: 

• selection means for selecting a group comprising a plurality of devices including the 
first shared device and a second shared device managed by another information 
processing apparatus. 

Jaffe a method and system for managing storage devices over a network comprising: 

• selection means for selecting a group comprising a plurality of devices including the 
first shared device and a second shared device managed by another information 
processing apparatus (col. 6, lines 62-67, col. 7, lines 1-11 and col. 9, lines 16-45). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Urevig by incorporating a management object interface to manage 
and monitor shared devices on network thereby providing communication and display 
information of the devices in a timely and efficient manner. 



I 
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As per claims 2, 10 and 18, Urevig discloses: 

• wherein said reception means includes first reception control means for designating a 
group satisfying a predetermined condition and receiving the information of the shared 
device included in the group (col. 6, lines 26-44 and col. 9, lines 32-41). 

As per claims 3, 11 and 19, Urevig discloses: 

• wherein said reception means includes second reception control means for detecting a 
log-on operation of another information processing apparatus to the network system and 
receiving the information of the shared devices managed by the other information 
processing apparatus (col. 9, lines 32-41). 

As per claims 4, 12 and 20, Urevig discloses: 

• wherein said reception means is adapted, at a log-on operation to the network system, to 
automatically receive the information of the plurality of shared devices present on the 
network system (col. 9, lines 32-41). 

As per claims 7, 15 and 23, Urevig discloses: 

• wherein said renewal means is adapted, in response to the detection of a log-off 
operation of another information processing apparatus from the network system, to 
invalidate the information of the shared devices managed by the other information 
processing apparatus (col. 9, lines 32-41). 

As per claims 25, 27 and 29, Urevig discloses information processing apparatus comprising: 

• management means for managing information of a first shared device managed by said 
information processing apparatus (col. 6, lines 26-34); 
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• obtaining means for obtaining information, information on a status or connected 
condition of the second shared device included in the group selected by said selection 
means from the other information processing apparatus (col. 5, lines 61-65 and col. 6 3 
lines 26-44); 

• recognition means for recognizing whether at least one of the first and second shared 
device has been updated regarding its status and/ or connected condition, in accordance 
with the information obtained by said obtaining means (col. 5, lines 61-65 and col. 6, 
lines 39-44); and 

• display means for displaying, on a display of said information processing apparatus, the 
information on the and/ or status or the connected condition of the second shared device, 
and information on a and/ or status or a connected condition of the first shared device in 
accordance with the information managed by said management means (col. 5, lines 61- 
65 and col. 6, lines 39-44). 

However, Urevig does not explicitly disclose: 

• selection means for selecting a group comprising a plurality of devices including the 
first shared device and a second shared device managed by another information 
processing apparatus. 

Jaffe a method and system for managing storage devices over a network comprising: 

• selection means for selecting a group comprising a plurality of devices including the 
first shared device and a second shared device managed by another information 
processing apparatus (col. 6, lines 62-67, col. 7, lines 1-11 and col. 9, lines 16-45). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Urevig by incorporating a management object interface to manage 
and monitor shared devices on network thereby providing communication and display 
information of the devices in a timely and efficient manner. 

As per claims 26, 28 and 30, Urevig discloses: 

• wherein said display means displays on the display of the information processing 
apparatus information on the status or the connected condition by icon changes (col. 5, 
lines 66-67 and col. 6, lines 1-9). 

As per claims 31, 33 and 35, Urevig discloses an information processing apparatus that 
manages a first device, comprising: 

• obtaining means for obtaining first device information on the first device from the first 
device, and second device information on the second device information on the second 
device included in the group designated by said designation means from the other 
information processing apparatus (col. 5, lines 61-65 and col. 6, lines 26-44); and 

• display means for displaying a status and/or a connected condition of the first and 
second devices based on the first device information and the second device information 
obtained by said obtaining means (col. 5, lines 61-65 and col. 6, lines 39-44). 

However, Urevig does not explicitly disclose: 

• designation means for designating a group comprising a plurality of devices including 
the first device and a second device managed by another information processing 
apparatus. 

Jaffe a method and system for managing storage devices over a network comprising: 
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• designation means for designating a group comprising a plurality of devices including 
the first device and a second device managed by another information processing 
apparatus (col. 6, lines 62-67, col. 7, lines 1-11 and col. 9 5 lines 16-45). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Urevig by incorporating a management object interface to manage 
and monitor shared devices on network thereby providing communication and display 
information of the devices in a timely and efficient manner. 

As per claims 32, 34 and 36, Urevig further discloses: 

• storage means for storing the first and second device information obtained by said 
obtaining means in correspondence with an attribute of the group designated by said 
designation means (col. 5, lines 61-65 and col. 6, lines 26-44); and 

• wherein said display means displays the status and/or the connected condition of the 
first and second devices based on the first device information and the second device 
information specified by said specifying means (col. 5, lines 61-65 and col. 6, lines 39- 
44). 

However, Urevig does not explicitly disclose: 

• specifying means for, when said designation means designates the group, specifying the 
first and second device information corresponding to the attribute of the designated 
group from among a plurality of pieces of device information stored in said storage 
means. 

Jaffe a method and system for managing storage devices over a network comprising: 
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• specifying means for, when said designation means designates the group, specifying the 
first and second device information corresponding to the attribute of the designated 
group from among a plurality of pieces of device information stored in said storage 
means (col. 6, lines 62-67, col. 7, lines 1-11 and col. 9, lines 16-45). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Urevig by incorporating a management object interface to manage 
and monitor shared devices on network thereby providing communication and display 
information of the devices in a timely and efficient manner. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 7, 9-12, 15, 17-20, 23 and 25-36 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
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CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaShonda T. Jacobs whose telephone number is 571-272-4004. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



LaShonda T Jacobs 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2157 
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May 8, 2006 




